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UM ADMINISTRATION
TO CONDUCT OPINION SURVEY
OF UM STUDENTS

MISSOULA, Mont.-Students at the University of Montana soon should know what the representative view of
the student body is on a variety of issues, and the faculty and administration should have
some indication of how well or poorly they are meeting student needs.
The UM administration May 21-23 and May 26-27 will administer a carefu-ly controlled,
carefully conceived opinion survey to a statistically representative segment of the sophomore,
junior and senior classes.
Dr. Norman Taylor, UM vice-president for research, said the survey, prepared by the
American College Testing Service, will be administered to 600 students--100 males and 100
females from each class--carefully selected to present a representative segment of the UM
campus.
Students will be queried on their attitudes about student goals, college policies and
practices, institutional services, personal and educational development, quality of
instruction, and extracurricular activities.
The survey, Dr. Taylor said, is meant mainly to "give students information about
themselves," for example, to explain where an individual's attitude rates with the rest of
the campus and where UM stands in relation to other campuses.

About 100 other universities

and colleges are using the same survey.
It is a very reliable survey, according to Dr. Taylor, because it is prepared and
scored externally thus eliminating whatever bias the UM "establishment" might have.
said the information

should benefit students, faculty and administration.
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"It may be that a student’s opinion disagrees with the facts, or it may be that our
judgment of the facts is incorrect," he said.

"It is important to know where you stand.

This survey should be a basis for discussion and perhaps also trigger some changes."
Testing of the 600 participants will begin Wednesday, May 21, and continue through
Friday, May 23, to be resumed Monday and Tuesday, May 26 and 27.

The tests will be

administered in 205 Main Hall, the old auditorium, which will remain open in the evenings.
Cooperation on the part of the selected students is very important for the success
of the survey, since the participants were chosen by a statistical technique which will
not allow for substitutions.
"Otherwise we would destroy the value of the sampling and the testing," Dr. Taylor
said, adding that the survey will allow the participant a

chance to represent the UM

student population.
After the testing is completed, the material will be sent to Minneapolis, Minn.,
for scoring and returned within a week, so that results of the survey should be available
before the end of spring quarter.

